
 
                                                                          Kent Conservation Commission 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 @7:00pm 
Kent Town Hall 

Revised Agenda 
 

Hybrid Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84931045618?pwd=QUhtcUYyRUJCRldoODFRK1FDSVVZdz09  

      Call to order 
1.  Accept/Amend Agenda 
2.  Accept/Amend Minutes Feb 8, 2023 

     3. Treasurer’s Report 
     4. Public comment 
     5. Old Business 
           Discussion items 

A. Kent Municipal Open Space Acquisition 
B. POCD Chapter Reviews 

i. Update: need for trees along village streets 
C. Sustainable Materials Management in Kent 

 i.  Unit based pricing & composting 
D. Housatonic Herbicide Working Group 
E. Right to Farm Ordinance  

           Updates (as needed): 
F. Green Energy Task Force 
G. Sustainable CT 

6. New Business                                                                                                                                A. 
April Events.  Reference dates:    April 5th Thurs first night of Passover,                         

                     April 7-14 KCS Spring Break,  April 9 Easter   April 19 KCC Mtg. (3rd not 2nd Wed.)        
                     April 22 Saturday Earth Day,  April 28 Arbor Day                                                                                                               

i. Litter Clean-up   
ii. Library Program 
iii. KCS Arbor Day Celebration 

       B. Legislative Watch list: 
SB 73 Requiring Local Representation on Siting Council 
SB 896 DEEP and Tree Removal in State Parks 
SB 962 The Use of Certain Rodenticides 
SB 963 Neonicotinoids for Non-Agricultural Use 
HB 5278 - Increasing List of Invasive Plants Prohibited from Sale in CT 
HB 5400 The Preservation of Stone Walls in the State 
HB 5608 Certain Photovoltaic Facilities on Prime Farmland, Farmland of State-wide  
     Importance or Core Forests               
HB 6397 Zero Carbon Emissions 
HB 6481 Prohibiting Release of Certain Balloons 
HB 6482 Raising the Bonding Limit to 25K for Greenways Bikeways and Rec Trails 
HB 6483 Enabling Bonding for State Open Space (OSWA) - 10M 
HB 6485 Authorizing Green Burial Companies to Receive Open Space Funds 
HB 6486 EPR for Tires 
HB 6606 The Use of Certain Products Made From Polystyrene    
HB 6607 Nighttime Lighting of Syate-Ownes Buildings at Certain Times for the 

                         Protection of Birds.   
HB 6608 The Distribution of Single Use Plastic Straws by Certain Restaurants 
HB 6610 "No Net Loss" of State Forest Lands  

 
6. Correspondence 
7. Adjourn 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84931045618?pwd=QUhtcUYyRUJCRldoODFRK1FDSVVZdz09
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/S/PDF/2023SB-00073-R01-SB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/S/PDF/2023SB-00896-R00-SB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-05278-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-06481-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-06482-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-06483-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-06485-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/TOB/H/PDF/2023HB-06486-R00-HB.PDF
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TOWN OF KENT 

Land use office 

 

 

TO:   Jean C. Speck, First Selectman 

FROM:  Tai Kern, Land Use Administrator  

DATE:  February 17, 2023 

RE:   Complaint – 5 Hollow 5, LLC - 0 Upper Kent Hollow Rd.  

 

 

On February 17, 2023, I viewed the site at 0 Upper Kent Hollow Road Map 16, Block 26, Lot 25 

in response to a complaint received by the Board of Selectmen from William and Melissa 

Braislin of 113 Upper Kent Hollow Road in a letter dated February 11, 2023. The site was 

viewed from the Braislin’s property and the attached photos were taken.   

 

In the Braislins’ letter it is quesitoned whether this property qualifies as a farm. Both the local 

assessor and NRCS through USDA have acknowledged this property as a farm. Additionally, it 

is my understanding that this property has a long standing history of being known as a farm. 

There is no zoning related authority to challenge this designation.  Therefore, many of the 

nuisance related complaints stated in the February 11th letter should be addessed under Kent’s 

Right to Farm Ordinance as they appear to be in conjuction with farm related activites. The Right 

to Farm Ordinance states under Section 5-2.4 “In the event a dispute arises between an 

agricultural operator and a resident in the Town of Kent as to whether a particular agricultral 

operation constitutes a nuisance, either interested party may submit a wirtten request to the 

Selectmen for an advisory opinion or to mediate the dispute.” I believe this is what the Braislins 

are requesting in this letter.  

 

During my site inpection from the Braislins’ abutting lot, I viewed the property for zoning 

related violations. Most of the materials descibed as junk that I observed apear to adhear to the 

zoning setback and can be considered farm related. However, the two temporary storage 

containers can be considered a zoning violations.  

 

A zoning permit was issued for the construction of the driveway discussed in the February 11th 

letter. A certificate of zoning compliance has not yet been issued for that project and will not be 

until an apron is installed. I viewed both the exiisting and new driveways from the public 

roadway. They seem to be in comparable condition and I do not see any concerns. Additionally, I 

have reviewed the location of the wetlands on the property and all activity appears to be outside 

the regulated area.  

 

http://www.townofkentct.org/
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Right To Farm Ordinance – May 15 2015 
Kent Conservation Commission 
 

Chapter []. RIGHT TO FARM 
 
Purpose and Intent. 
 
Agriculture is a significant part of the Town of Kent’s heritage, its rural character, and may constitute a 
vital part of the Town’s future. It is therefore the declared policy of the Town of Kent and legislative 
determination of the legislative body of Kent to conserve and protect agricultural land and to encourage 
agricultural operations and the sale of farm products within the Town. It is the purpose and intent of 
this ordinance to promote and advance the Town’s policy and reduce the loss of agricultural resources 
by limiting circumstances under which any such operation may be considered a nuisance. It is hereby 
further legislatively determined that whatever impact may be caused to others through normal 
agricultural practices, such impact is offset and ameliorated by the benefits of farming to the 
neighborhood, community, and society in general. Methods of farming that comport with generally 
accepted farming practices are also deemed to comport with community standards at large. This 
ordinance is not to be construed as modifying or abridging state law relative to the abatement of 
nuisances, but is to be used in the interpretation and characterization of activities and in considering 
and implementing enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinances of the Town of Kent and other 
applicable Town regulations, consistent with the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes § 19a-341. 
Additionally, the terms of this ordinance may be used in determining whether the methods and 
practices that may come under review conform to community standards. 
 
Declaration. 
 
No present or future agricultural operations conducted or maintained in a manner consistent with 
accepted customs and standards of the agricultural industry, on a recognized farm which is engaged in 
the act of farming as defined in this ordinance, shall become or be considered a nuisance solely because 
such activity resulted or results in any changed condition of the use of adjacent land. Agricultural 
operations may occur on holidays, weekends and weekdays by night or day, provided such activities do 
not violate applicable health, safety, fire, life safety or building codes and regulations. It is herein 
understood that such practices may include without limitation: 
 
1. The incidental noise from livestock or farm equipment; 
 
2. Odors from livestock, manure, fertilizer, compost, agricultural end-products, or feed;  
 
3. Dust and fumes created during plowing or cultivation operations; 
 
4. The use of agricultural chemicals, pesticides and fertilizers including manure, provided such chemicals 
and the method of their application conform to practices approved by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, or, where applicable, Commissioner of Health 
Services; and 
 
5. Irrigation and water management associated with normally accepted farming practices. 
 
These provisions shall not apply whenever a nuisance results from the negligent or improper operation 
of any such agricultural operation. 
 



Right To Farm Ordinance – May 15 2015 
Kent Conservation Commission 
 

Definitions. 
 

“Agriculture” means cultivation of the soil, dairying, forestry, raising or harvesting any agricultural or 
horticultural commodity, including the raising, shearing, feeding, caring for, training and management of 
livestock, including horses, bees, poultry, fur‐bearing animals and wildlife, and the raising or harvesting 
of oysters, clams, mussels, other molluscan shellfish or fish; the operation, management, conservation, 
improvement or maintenance of a farm and its buildings, tools and equipment, or salvaging timber or 
cleared land of brush or other debris left by a storm, as an incident to such farming operations; the 
production or harvesting of maple syrup or maple sugar, or any agricultural commodity, including 
lumber, as an incident to ordinary farming operations or the harvesting of mushrooms, the hatching of 
poultry, or the construction, operation or maintenance of ditches, canals, reservoirs or waterways used 
exclusively for farming purposes; handling, planting, drying, packing, packaging, processing, freezing, 
grading, storing or delivering to storage or to market, or to a carrier for transportation to market, or for 
direct sale any agricultural or horticultural commodity as an incident to ordinary farming operations, or, 
in the case of fruits and vegetables, as an incident to the preparation of such fruits or vegetables for 
market or for direct sale. 
 
“Agricultural Operations” means activities relating to agricultural use including, but not limited to, the 
cultivation and tillage of soil, the burning, processing, or composting of agricultural waste products or 
other agricultural burning, processing or composting, provided that such composting activity shall not be 
the sole or primary agricultural operation, protection of crops and livestock from insects, diseases, birds, 
predators or other pests from damaging or potentially damaging crops, the proper and lawful use of 
agricultural chemicals including but not limited to the application of pesticides and fertilizers, or the 
raising, production, irrigation, pruning, harvesting, or processing of an agricultural commodity, including 
any type of crop or livestock, and any forestry improvements and timber harvesting and processing. 
Such operations also include the operation and transportation of farm equipment over roads within the 
Town and conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational activities, including 
agri-tourism, provided the activities are related to marketing the agricultural output or services of the 
farm and produce and livestock products and provided same do not conflict with any provisions of the 
zoning regulations. For purposes of this ordinance, such operations do not include the slaughtering of 
animals not raised on the premises where they are to be slaughtered. 
 
“Farm” means land used primarily for agricultural activities including: 

 agriculture, nurseries, orchards, ranges, forestry, nursery or truck gardening, or for raising or keeping of 

livestock and fowl but excluding the raising of animals for laboratory use or for their fur, 

 farm buildings and accessory buildings thereto including barns, silos, greenhouses, hoop‐houses and 

other temporary structures or other structures, and 

 as an incident to ordinary farming operations, the sale of agricultural or horticultural commodities. 

 
Dispute Resolution and Advisory Opinions.  
 
An interested person may submit a written request to the First Selectman’s office for an opinion as to 
whether a particular agricultural operation constitutes a nuisance or is an activity that is incidental to 
normal and customary farming activity and comports with community standards. In the event a dispute 
arises between an agricultural operator and a resident in the Town of Kent as to whether a particular 
agricultural operation constitutes a nuisance, either interested party may submit a written request to 
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the Selectmen for an advisory opinion or to mediate the dispute. The Selectmen may promulgate such 
regulations and procedures as it deems necessary for the implementation of this section. Nothing herein 
shall preclude any party from either appealing said advisory determination to the Superior Court for the 
Judicial District of Litchfield and/or commencing a direct action in said court to abate the claimed 
nuisance. 
 
Passed: [date] 
 
Published: [date] 
 
Effective: [date] 
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