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Kent Sewer Commission       February 14, 2023 
Regular Meeting       4:00 P.M. via Zoom 
 

 
The minutes reflect motions and a summary of the discussion.  Refer to the attached 
link for the recording of this meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxuheE3b9HQ 
 

 
Members:  Elissa Potts, Peter Gadiel, Cathe Mazza, and Rick Osborne. 
 
Alternates:  Vince Roberti. 
 
Also present: Bart Clark, Andrew Corrigan, Debbie Devaux, Barbara Herbst, and Lyle 
Sommers. 
 
Elissa Potts called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of the agenda: 
Peter Gadiel made a motion to approve the agenda, as submitted.  Cathe Mazza 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes of December 13, 2022 Meeting:  
Cathe Mazza made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2022, 
Regular Sewer Commission meeting, as submitted.  Peter Gadiel seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. 
 
Sewer Plant roof project: 
Elissa Potts confirmed she has requested a new estimate to include the removal of the 
old roof and old insulation and replace with new insulation and new roof.   
 
100 N Main Street application: 
The commission agreed to accept the recommendation made in Bart Clark’s January 
30, 2023 Application Review, 100 N. Main Street, Resubmittal of application materials 
(attached), in which he confirmed the existing lateral is in acceptable condition and 
appears to have the capacity needed and the Architectural Sewer Plan appears to have 
the information necessary to show that the gravity flow is possible at the required 
slopes.  Elissa Potts agreed to write a letter of approval from the Sewer Commission for 
the property owner to bring to Planning and Zoning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxuheE3b9HQ
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Brookwood’s Sewer CD: 
Barbara Herbst memorialized a telephone conversation and emails (attached) with 
George Bentley of Brookwoods regarding the Brookwoods CD.  Barbara clarified for the 
commission that the agreement stipulates that the Commission is the fiduciaries and 
they shall specify the name and the address of the depository of such funds.  Elissa 
Potts made a motion to require Brookwoods to maintain their CD at a bank of their 
choice in Kent, CT.  Cathe Mazza seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
2023 Sewer Commission meeting start time: 
Elissa Potts made a motion to change the start time of Regular Sewer Commission 
meetings from 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. starting with the March 14, 2023 meeting and the 
second Tuesday of the remaining months in 2023.  Peter Gadiel seconded the motion 
and the motion carried.   
 
Rate increases: 
Elissa Potts: 

● Confirmed sewer rates have not increased in over ten (10) years. 
● Rates need to be raised. 

 
Bart Clark: 

● The Sewer Commission would need to demonstrate a need. 
● The Sewer Commission would have to explain what the additional funds would 

be used for. 
● The Sewer Commission would have to hold a public hearing. 

 
Elissa will work with Barbara to figure out expenses and bring additional information 
back to the commission. 
 
Report of Chairman: 
Elissa Potts had nothing additional to report. 
 
Report of Superintendent: 
Lyle Sommers provided a written report, attached. 
 
Report of Treasurer: 
Barbara Herbst provided the following reports: 

● Income vs. Expenses 
● Balance Sheet January 2023 
● Operating Account Ledger for January 2023 

 
Barbara Herbst: 

● For the rate increase discussion, going to need a very comprehensive list of 
projects and going to have to cost them out to be able to substantiate a rate 
increase. 

● As well as talk about staffing. 
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Peter Gadiel made a motion to approve the Operating Account Ledger for January 
2023, as submitted.  Rick Osborne seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Report of Collector: 
Debbie Devaux: 

● Sent out the bills. 
● Do not have a reading from the second meter at 100 N Main Street. 
● What is the process for billing new connections, who is responsible to issue a 

bill? 
● Specifically for connections to an already existing line. 

 
Elissa Potts: 

● Reviewed the connection rate for 100 N Main Street. 
● Calculated based on the new application forms, $6,321 to hook up the barn with 

two bedrooms and install a sewer line. 
● Who has billed in the past? 

 
Vince Roberti: 

● Converted a space into two apartments and did not receive an invoice. 
● Is the sewer commission leaving money on the table? 

 
Barbara Herbst:  

● The last connection fee posted was foe Kent Affordable Housing in 2020. 
 
Bart Clark: 

● The new application, include fees. 
● No one should get a sign off to connect until the Commission has collected the 

fees. 
● Fees should be collected when the application is submitted. 
● Need to review the regulations and confirm what you can bill for. 

 
Elissa confirmed that the Commission should be charging a fee when there is a change 
of use from commercial to residential.  Debbie admitted, she has dropped the ball on a 
lot of properties that have had change of uses.  Elissa agreed there is some homework 
to be done. 
 
Report of Consulting Engineer: 
Bart Clark: 

● Conversation with 88 N Main Street – request to install a new lateral. 
● The contractor has been provided the new application forms. 
● Continuing to work on the tank replacement project. 

 
Adjourn: 
Elissa Potts made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:49 p.m. 
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Joyce Kearns         
Joyce Kearns 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 

These are draft minutes and the Kent Sewer Commission at subsequent meeting may make 
corrections.  Please refer to subsequent meeting minutes for possible corrections and approval of these 
minutes. 
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