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Kent Town Character Study 
 

 

In 2010, The Kent Planning and Zoning Commission authorized an up-date of the survey and 

findings conducted in 1989-1990 to provide a more current evaluation of those special features 

that contribute to the Town Profile of Kent.  The cited features in the original survey highlighted 

20 natural and cultural locations which made Kent unique within the context of its region, known 

for its mix of natural amenities and cultural conditions.  The Town and region reflect a historic 

continuity of many decades from pre-revolutionary days to this century.  The 1990 Study cited: 

 

“This Town Character Study is an innovative exercise in 1) describing the cultural 

conditions that have shaped Kent and 2) outlining procedures which can retain rural 

character and historic identity in the face of persistent, incremental development 

pressure.” 

 

The original study spent a great deal of its attention on a description of the physiographic 

features and cultural elements that define Kent within its historic continuum.  These descriptions 

still hold.  See Appendix A which is an abstract version of the original Town Character 

Study.  Any analysis of a particular place should understand how the land conditioned early and 

later settlement and still sets the context for today’s incremental changes.  Thus, this earlier 

material should be consulted if one wants to know why and how the development patterns of 

Kent have evolved. 

 

This new look re-evaluated the cited locations, and added a few to end up with 23 identified 

locations.  These will be described and justified, but first a more general discussion of what 

changes have occurred over the last twenty plus years and what characteristics persist in spite of 

incremental development. 

 

General Discussion of Changes 

 

During the last twenty years, Kent has experienced its own version of slow, one-by-one 

development.  There have also been a few larger projects:  See Appendix B.  Most new 

developments have primarily been of individual houses, less of the smaller scale sub-division of 

earlier decades and more of the larger, imposing houses on large lots with well, if conventionally 

landscaped, open spaces.  Somewhat smaller units have been created on new roads, mostly on 

cul de sacs, which have been inserted into large wooded areas within the centers of rural 

superblocks.  There is a good side and a detrimental side to this new pattern.  First, because these 

units are well off the through roads and in the woods, they are well absorbed and apparently 

cause minimum change to the appearance of the Town.  Second, they are, in some cases, so 

intrusive as to have severely diminished the eco-system and habitat of once sizable wooded areas 

(forest fragmentation).  A secondary impact of this added building is more lighting and a further 

reduction of the dark sky aspect that is a notable condition of rural character retention.   

 

In the interval under discussion, 1990-2012, several houses have been sited near or on ridges.  

These units, usually of good size and well lit, do dramatically change the landscape.  They can be 

seen from afar, especially across the Housatonic Valley. 

 

The well spaced road system of the Town has been augmented by several long driveways, often 

to higher ground, and new road loops and/or cul de sacs.  The land defined within the underlying 
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historic road circuits can be considered as “rural superblocks”.  These extensive wooded areas 

lose their ecological “mass” each time a new drive or road penetrates into the superblock.  

 

Explanation of Superblock Concept 

 

In most of North America development occurs within 1000 feet of a road. This can easily be seen 

by driving on the main and older roads of a community.  Houses, industry and commercial 

building all tend to be near a road.  This is especially true in early development of new towns in 

the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries.  Roads and building went together and where possible, early roads 

tended to connect to other roads.  In modern times we build single purpose roads or cul de sac to 

new houses or a new commercial enclave.  When a landscape was first sub-divided it was cut 

into large parcels that, in turn, were re-sub-divided and thus the need for additional roads.  After 

the establishment of farms, villages, mills and other land uses, a stable pattern of connecting 

roads became town roads.  These roads defined large superblocks.   

 

The 1000’ edge may or may not be developed.  Steep slopes, wetlands, abutting rivers and other 

natural factors may preclude development but incremental infilling is likely to be within this 

edge strip.  We “read” a community by what we see along this edge.  We can observe a 

“printout” of local conditions and development trends.  The center of these superblocks are less 

accessible (they often were farm fields or wood lots) and may be difficult to develop due to steep 

slopes, wetlands, etc.  So in effect, these are, especially in modern times, de facto open space 

lands. 

 

Every time a new road, long driveway (greater than 1000’), or cul de sac is cut into a superblock, 

the blocks integrity as an eco-zone is reduced.  Further, as more roads reduce the size of these 

blocks, a potential pattern of development associated with suburbia is approached or reached.    

 

The mapping of these superblocks provides a generalized indicator of development trends, which 

when combined with a periodic windshield survey, gives a good indication of whether a town 

remains rural, has become suburbanized in certain locations or has, in more developed areas, 

become suburbia. 

 

Superblocks 

 

 
 

River, Brooks, Lakes and Ponds 

 

The morphology of Kent has provided an emphatic landform that underlies the perceived scenic 

landscape.  An integral part of this landscape is its main river – the Housatonic – that cuts 

diagonally through the Town from southwest to northeast.  This valley, bordered by bottom land 

and terraces and slopes on either side is contained by higher ground both to the east and more 

definitely to the west.  The Housatonic is fed by many brooks as well as the Ten Mile River on 
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Kent’s southern border.  The West Aspetuck River network runs along its eastern flank feeding 

into the Housatonic River in New Milford. 

 

Throughout the Town, many brooks and ponds provide local interest.  Some that come to mind 

are Macedonia, Womenshenuk, Bull Mountain, Cobble, Mauwee, North Kent, Choggam and 

Merryall and there are many others.  Integrated with these drainage ways are many ponds; Fuller, 

Jodson, Beaman, Hatch, Leonard, etc., as well as North and South Spectacle Lakes.  In addition 

there is a portion of the Bulls Bridge canal alongside the Housatonic River in the southwest 

corner of Kent. 

 

All of these water features are enumerated and described in the Natural and Cultural Riches of 

Kent, CT by the Conservation Commission.  They all contribute to the character and texture of 

Kent’s landscape. 

 

Field Patterns 

 

An examination of old aerial photos and earlier windshield surveys (1975 and 1989) show a 

steady loss of farm fields as abandoned field succession and house development have taken the 

place of agricultural uses.  This reduction has slowed.  Never the less, there remain significant 

farms where fields could be replaced by houses.  Increasing value has been placed on the 

retention of farm fields and farm buildings either for renewed agricultural uses in the future or 

viewshed clearings for their visual associational value.  It is hoped that every effort will be taken 

to retain these remaining agricultural lands by Town and/or land trust acquiring easements or 

through purchase. 

 

A new form of large area open space has occurred over the last decades.  New fields are being 

made by reclaiming old ones or the creation of new ones for a variety of reasons.  Examples of 

this trend are extensive fenced fields for horses or other livestock, large lawns of several acres or 

for other visual enhancement reasons.  Often this process entails extensive clearing of wooded 

land, including rather steep slopes.  This trend helps to maintain a diverse pattern of open and 

closed lands that have scenic and ecological benefits.  But, it also can dramatically change the 

character and scale of the perceived landscape. This new activity needs to be monitored. 

 

Road Survey 

 

This up-date began with a review of the old maps and with a survey of all of the roads in Kent.  

Four sectors of the town were traversed:  1) the southeast from Lake Waramaug to Route 341 

and East Kent; 2) the southwest from Bulls Bridge to the Village of Kent; 3) the east side of the 

Housatonic Valley from Cornwall south through Flanders; and, 4) the larger northwestern 

highlands down to the river.  Each area has a particular character and a good deal of diversity. 

 

1) The Southeastern area centers on Kent Hollow and the several roads connecting to the 

lake or ones that run up valleys from New Milford towards the Hollow and Route 341.  

The area retains some farming (and the remaining imagery of farming) but also has 

definite suburban development coming north along Route 202 from New Milford; a few 

noticeably larger houses; and some intrusive houses standing out along otherwise wooded 

ridge lines.  Overall, the imagery and sense of ruralness has been kept but long drives, 

and minor sub-divisions are slowly reducing the extent of the blocks.  These 

developments are, for the most part, hidden by undulating, wooded landforms.  
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2) The Southwestern area is diverse as it includes Bulls Bridge, the southern portion of the 

Housatonic River, Route 7 as it approaches Kent village, and the small valleys which 

descend from Kent into New Milford.  Bulls Bridge is a mix of local commercial and the 

seasonally over used attraction of the covered bridge and gorge.  This scenic area is very 

small and hemmed in by First Light water channeling lands to the south (in New Milford, 

mainly), and, moving north, by the river system and related wetlands and steeply sloped 

land to the west and Route 7 to the east.  Moving north along Route 7, there are the small 

houses of Birch Hill on very small lots (many within the flood plain) and then several 

large fields – those between the highway and river conform to the twists of the river, 

those to the east back into a persistent gentle wooded ridge.  Spooner Hill Road has seen 

a great deal of development.  South Kent Road provides an alternate north-south route 

(necessary when the river floods).  Further east, the sloping, folded land provides 

wonderful views towards and into New Milford.  These small valleys have high scenic 

qualities and underscore the physiographic and visual continuity of landform and land 

uses here and in abutting north New Milford. 

 

3) The Northeastern area begins in the north with the attraction of Kent Falls and the 

highlands behind the Falls to the east; below lie fields adjacent to North Kent Road, all 

the way to the river (where a bridge used to exist).  Moving south through the river 

valley, there are many small developments usually on slightly higher ground (to the east) 

on naturally terraced land and lower down (to the west).  These developments are mostly 

a mix of somewhat historic houses and suburban patterned units built over the last forty 

plus years.  Several older houses provide a sense of historic land uses along Route 7 that 

increase at Flanders and into the Cobble, Kent’s only designated Historic District, where 

several historic houses dominate.  The river edge hosts the Sloane Stanley and Antique 

Machinery Museums just before the northern approach to Kent village.  Open land along 

Route 7 provides a clean definition as one approaches into Town. 

 

4) The Northwestern area encompasses a larger scaled landscape dominated by extensive 

conservation lands, Macedonia State Park and the Appalachian Trail; and good sized 

fields and remaining farms as the land ascends toward Sharon and New York State.  The 

majority of lands set aside for conservation and open space designations in Kent occur 

here west of the river on Skiff and Fuller Mountains. It is a different world on the uplands 

to the north where the old farms and fields still dominate a land that has withstood the 

pressures of development.  North Kent Road noted in Area 3 continues as an un-

improved road that once linked these lands to the river, a bridge crossing the Housatonic 

River and the railroad along Route 7.   

 

General Assessment of Town Character 

 

Although a steady, incremental evolution of the Town has occurred, the overall sense of Kent as 

a physical and visually experienced entity has remained much as it was twenty years ago.  Kent 

has never, in the last several decades, had a particular singular identity.  Rather, the Town has 

been a mixture of very old land uses:  farms, a scattering of early American houses and an 

infrastructure that reflects needs that persist plus many whose initial purposes have atrophied.  

Little newer development has overridden older patterns.  But, slowly different uses have sub-

divided much of the land along with buildings of each new era.  The result is a layering of land 

divisions and buildings that overlap, replace or persist with a casual harmony.  The landform of 

Kent is very absorbing of new development.  The re-vegetation of fields and areas timbered for 

charcoal has resulted in a dominant wooded landscape.  Therefore, the appearance is of less 
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change than would be apparent if the land were more open (think Dutchess County, New York) 

or more drastically changed by more and larger scaled development (think of most of New 

Milford south of Merryall). 

 

Village Conditions 

 

The Town has but one main node.  This is important in that the sense of place is concentrated 

with all of its amenities in one location.  Neighboring towns in the northeast corner of 

Connecticut have multiple minor centers (Cornwall) or insufficient population (Warren) and thus 

do not sustain the vibrant life Kent village provides. 

 

The village has a simple form.  It is an example of a linear, New England valley town paralleling 

the river and bisected by a railroad that is still in operation.  It has distinct visual boundaries to 

the north and south even though it could have been extended – sprawled – out if there had been 

more development demand during critical decades of American growth, or less sense of place 

and restraint.  The open space north of the village is as yet unprotected and still subject to 

development.  Retention of this clearly defined, limited area is essential to the retention of 

village identity even though in aggregation the village does not exhibit outstanding historic 

architecture.  Harmony comes from the assimilation of many building styles in a row along Main 

Street, centered by the skew siting of the old railroad station and punctuated by the monument 

where the two highways intersect, and by the major river crossing.   

 

The future uses of a few open lots and buildings along this stretch will be critical to how well the 

cohesion of the Town is sustained or diminished. New developments to the west side of Main 

Street and behind the east side have begun to establish newer patterns and the recently built 

complex behind the monument corner indicates acceptance of contemporary architecture.  Thus, 

an organic process of change has occurred without the new overwhelming the older fabric. 

 

Flanders, East Kent, Bulls Bridge 

 

There are three minor nodes in Kent that had more economic and place importance in previous 

centuries.  These are now still distinct hamlets each with their own character. 

 

Flanders is recognized as Kent’s only designated Historic District with a cluster of the oldest 

buildings in town.  As a place, it is a bend in Route 7 where it intersects with the Cobble.  It is 

this relationship of a cross valley - the Cobble – with the main road that gave Flanders its early 

siting.  The relationship still holds although the sense of a coherent purpose to the place is eroded 

by the continuous flow of traffic up and down the highway. Protection of any additional 

development in the area would provide insurance that the historic houses, the Historic Society 

and its museum house - Seven Hearths - could remain within a convivial environment. 

 

East Kent was once somewhat larger, but Route 341 cut off part of its northern edge.  East Kent 

was one of the earliest settlements and still has houses that date from the 1740’s.  This was also 

the location of two mills (remains) and Kent’s first ironworks.  The early significance is apparent 

considering the water flow from North Spectacle Pond to Beaman Pond and down the gorge.  

The Pond and gorge have important conservation and recreational potential for the Town. 

 

Bulls Bridge, at the southwestern corner of Kent, has a minor economic presence, and a more 

noted historic one which is embodied in the covered-bridge and its adjacent gorge.  The site is a 

conservation/recreation nexus with many visitors, a difficult vehicular passage due to the one 
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way lane width of the bridge and the tourist cars.  The recent construction of a parking lot east of 

the bridge and closure of other parking areas has created severe congestion and use beyond the 

capacity of the site to accommodate.  Should the conversion of the former Harlem Valley 

Psychiatric Hospital in Wingdale, NY into Dover Knolls (a new town development) occur, then 

the already taxed through traffic to the commuter train will become more strained.  Schaghticoke 

Road is increasingly used as a bridge bypass by trucks and busses.  In any case, Bulls Bridge is 

of mixed identity – an impressive site to visit if it is not too busy, otherwise a local destination.  

It is the location of the Town’s second traffic light. 

 

Schools 

 

There are three preparatory schools in Kent:  The Kent School across from the village, 

Marvelwood School on Skiff Mountain, and The South Kent School south of Hatch Pond.  These 

facilities provide major employment, significantly contribute to local business and as building 

complexes, are locally significant elements in the landscape.  Soon to join these is the Center for 

Innovation of The South Kent School north of Hatch Pond and at the corner of Spooner Hill 

Road.  For the most part these and the equestrian facility of The Kent School (on Skiff 

Mountain) are well sited although they do have institutional presences.  Care is needed that they 

retain their scale and continue primarily as clusters of small to medium sized structures with 

sensitive siting. 

 

Nodal Assessment Contributing to Town Character 

 

Kent gains added interest from these three hamlets and several school facilities.  The hamlets 

provide nodal interest, each with a different context that gives secondary historic insights into the 

growth of Kent.  The schools are each well positioned within their immediate landscapes:  The 

Kent School adds to the bulk and presence of the village, Marvelwood and The South Kent 

School are campuses within an open rural tradition of schools on the hill.  The Center for 

Innovation replaces the Arno Farm and will explore new ecologically based farming and energy 

uses. 

 

Land Conservation 

 

There is a continuing process of conserving land within Kent.  These efforts are the result of 

work done by the Land Trusts, NPS, State and individual landowners who have placed 

approximately 36% (over 11,000 acres) of the land in Kent under some form of Conservation 

Easement or outright (fee) protection.  This steady conservation effort has been important.  Kent 

would be, without this sustained effort, much more cut up by new, dead-end roads, minor 

developments and an even greater loss of forest lands.  The discussion of rural superblocks goes 

directly to the need for integrity or sufficient area to sustain habitats and forest growth watershed 

protection.  The gradual cutting up of large areas into smaller areas leaves, at best, fragmented 

sections of woods and will eventually lead to a suburban pattern of land use when roads become 

so close that lots back up on other development lots rather than the middle of a superblock. 

 

The Planning and Zoning Commission, in sponsoring this up-date, recognizes the multiple 

purposes of this type of study.  First is to ensure that quality open space lands are kept in a 

natural state.  Second is to acknowledge those features, both cultural and natural, of Kent that 

help define its unique character.  Third is to identify those areas or features that need attention 

and protection.  Fourth is to advocate for open space features and linkages which will enable 

passive access to and through these sites. 
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Scenic Roads and Trails 

 

The composite image of the Town is an accumulation of roadside views and the physical 

experiences of traversing the undulating landscape which is dominated by the Housatonic River 

and Route 7.  Subordinate roads lead to the village and Route 7; these, in turn, are fed by more 

out-lying roads that fan out across the hills and secondary valleys.  Route 341 links the Town 

east and west, Route 7 links north and south.  A continuum of villages every ten miles or so, 

extends to the north with Kent serving as a gateway to this more sparsely populated area. 

 

Most of the Town roads have retained a rural, historic look due to the dominant proximity of 

older structures close to the road and the predominantly wooded conditions. Several roads, 

including Route 7, have formal scenic designation.  These include Treasure Hill Road, Cobble 

Road and Cobble Lane, Skiff Mountain Road, Geer Mountain Road, Mud Road and Dugan 

Road. 

 

The extensive trails within Kent include a good section of the Appalachian Trail that runs from 

southwest to northeast on the west side of the river.  As this major trail and several more local 

ones go through the woods, across streams and fields and hills, they contribute to the quality and 

grain of one’s experience of Kent – but these are more hidden assets – ones to be discovered.  

For more about waterways and roads and trails, see Natural and Cultural Riches of Kent, CT by 

the Conservation Commission. 

 

Impact of Tourism 

 

Kent has become a destination for day trippers and those wishing to enjoy its natural features.  

This is especially true at Bulls Bridge and Gorge and at Kent Falls.  Both not only attract visitors 

in season, well beyond the capacity of car parks, but also denigrate the land by leaving trash and 

degradation of trails.  Other forms of tourism are more benign.  These include shopping in the 

village, using it as a motorcycle destination and staying at local B&B’s.  There is a possibility 

that this popularity will exceed current abilities to service or accommodate it.  Care must be 

taken to copy with these impacts and anticipate increases that could be sudden if passenger rail 

service comes about or Dover Knolls, New York, gets built. 

 

Incremental and Sudden Development 

 

As noted, Kent has since 1990, for the most part, assimilated incremental housing growth which 

will continue to cut into the larger wooded superblocks.  This growth has seemed benign as 

much of it has been single large houses on sizeable lots but more conventional subdivision 

development is also possible.  The Town should address their ability to review and direct this 

growth.  Again, catalysts from the region could suddenly increase this pressure.  Also, 

commercial balance now sustained to service the Town could be upset by larger stores crowding 

out the harmonious scaled stores that make the village so attractive. 

 

Noteworthy Natural and Cultural Features Contributing to Town Character 

 

Kent has wonderful bones - it has natural factors which strongly define where the village was 

sited; how the land has been settled over the last several centuries; and how nature, by its 

emphatic form, has aided the establishment of a sustainable development pattern which, with 

help from conservation interests, retains its visual integrity while allowing for incremental 
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development.  Much of this is due to the absorptive nature of the landform and vegetation.  Only 

in the depth of winter is it possible to get some idea of where all the houses are located. 

 

The physical and visual character of Kent is, as the 1990 report cited: a composite that 

incorporates its clearly defined topography, the dominance of the Housatonic River valley, with 

its highway and string of villages, the undulating uplands with their smaller valleys, the 

distinctiveness of several farmscapes, the pervasive wooded slopes and ridges, and the diversity 

yet harmonious incorporation of its low density development.  Within this context several 

features are distinctive.  These components of the overall landscape stand out because they 

embody the best aspects of this rural landscape.  They rely primarily on the “good bones” of the 

region but also clearly illustrate wise, historic use of the landscape and as such present examples 

of endearing cultural values.  In combination these distinctive sites underlie those pervasive 

characteristics that form Kent’s Town Character. 

 

Appendix A is a restating of the 1990 report.  It describes the character of the landform and 

settlement patterns which formed the character of Kent and includes the 20 features selected at 

that time. 

 

Distinctive Features / Town Character Areas 

 

Twenty individual sites throughout Kent were listed and briefly described in the 1990 study.  In 

this review and up-date twenty-three sites are listed and described.  The changes made reflect 

more informed evaluation, conservation actions taken during the last twenty years and new 

opportunities for coalescing features.  These twenty-three features are shown on MAP 1 – Town 

Character Areas and described below. 

 

Description of the Town Character Areas 

 

1. Kent Village:  The Town’s residential and commercial urban and cultural center 

This Town center is the most vital of the rural northwest towns along the Housatonic   

River.  It has been significantly altered from a time when it was dominated by a good 

sized lumber yard.  It has gained an extensive new commercial area on both sides of 

Main Street.  It has a new Town Hall and a good number of multi-family units sited 

alongside the older historic houses (many of which have been converted to commercial 

uses).  Its character has been altered but overall it retains an attractive and pedestrian 

friendly New England village character. 

 

2. Housatonic Valley Meadows:   Scenic, agricultural and village buffer area 

The Housatonic River cuts diagonally to the grid of the village.  Its bordering flood plain 

fields to the south buffer the village.  These mostly protected lands define the gateway to 

the village.  It is hoped that the agricultural land to the north of the village can equally be 

protected, thus ensuring the same gateway contrast at both ends. 

 

3. Bulls Bridge Hamlet, Covered Bridge and Gorge:  Scenic area   

This modest cluster of buildings is dominated by commercial uses on the highway and by 

the covered bridge and gorge directly off the highway.  The dramatic character of the 

falls through the gorge attracts an ever increasing number of tourists.  This demand 

exceeds the infrastructure and parking facilities and compromises the sense of a southern 

gateway to the entire town. 
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4. Schaghticoke Rocks and Housatonic River Edge: Scenic area 

 This section of the river edge is dominated by the steep rock out cropping that comes 

 right down to the road at the river’s edge.  The Schaghticoke Indian Reservation is  

 directly north along the river just south of The Kent School fields. Increasing levels of  

 truck and bus traffic exceed the road’s capacity. 

 

5. Macedonia Brook Valley:  Scenic area 

 This is a very well defined tributary valley that connects the western half of the Town to   

 the rest of the Town and begins the pass into New York State and the roads that rise to 

 the uplands to the northwest.  The Kent School is situated at the eastern end of the  

 valley.  The school is directly across from the village and adds to overall sense of place.  

 

6. Macadonia Brook State Park: Recreational area 

            This is a major State Park with extensive trails and reminders of the Civilian   

             Conservation Corps efforts of the 1930’s.  It  borders on New York State to the west and  

             Sharon to the north. An unpaved road borders the brook through the center of the area. 

 

7. Pond Mountain and Caleb’s Peaks on Skiff Mountain:   Scenic area 

 This is one of the outstanding conservation areas in Kent.  Its trails provide a circuit of a 

 pond or a view to New York and Massachusetts.  Caleb’s Peak allows views up and 

 down the Housatonic Valley. 

 

8. River Road/Appalachian Trail:   Scenic route 

 Road and trail extend from the village north alongside the River.  This extensive   

 connective piece gives continuous access to the river on its west bank and puts Kent very  

 much on the Appalachian Trail (there is seasonal contact by hikers and the stores in   

 town). The area includes St. John’s Ledges, an impressive cliff popular with climbers. 

 

9. Skiff Mountain Open Fields:  Scenic panorama, agricultural and cultural area 

A major sustained effort on Skiff Mountain has ensured the retention of several large 

fields and adjacent woods.  The scenic scope is of a larger landscape. The fields remain a 

source of hay production. 

 

10. Skiff Mountain Farms: Agricultural/open space area  

 Up against the Sharon line on a high plateau is an area of once extensive dairy farms.  

             The farm buildings and the continued agricultural use give this area its outstanding  

             character.  The views are considerable. 

 

11. North Kent Fields and River Crossing:  Scenic and recreational area 

 The North Kent Road western portion is a rough reminder of past agricultural connection 

  between the highlands and the railroad across the river.  The road can and should link up 

  with a pedestrian bridge across the Housatonic, at the former site of the North Kent 

  Bridge, creating a link to the conserved fields on the east bank. 

 

12. Kent Falls and Overlook: Scenic area and panorama 

 The State Park at Kent Falls is directly off of Route 7 and attracts many tourists.  It has  

 been “improved” to accommodate these visitors.  The natural character of the base has 

 been compromised.  There is potential for connections to a possible northeast panoramic  

 overlook (#13) and across Route 7 to the river and the North Kent Road (#11), and a trail 
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 bridge to link to the western portion of this nearly abandoned road thus providing a trail 

 system to Skiff Mountain. 

 

 

13. Above Kent Falls:  Panorama 

 This is an area of potential importance.  It provides long panoramic views towards Skiff  

 Mountain and is eminently suitable for passive recreation. Approximately 241 acres has 

 been recently deeded to the Kent Land Trust. 

 

14. Flanders:  Cultural area 

 An historic cluster of houses located along both sides of Route 7.  Although small, this 

 area has the most extensive, contiguous group of houses, dating from the earliest origins 

 of the town. These are set off by the adjacent Cobble, the best contained field dominated  

 valley in Kent.  The traffic on Route 7 erodes the continuity of the clustered buildings.  

 This area is designated as an Historic District. 

 

15. Cobble Brook Valley:  Scenic and cultural area 

 This valley extends from the hamlet of Flanders to Route 341.  The buildings clustered 

 to the western end and the more active farm on Cobble Lane give focal interest to this 

 very well defined and conserved valley. Both Cobble Road and Cobble Lane are  

 designated Scenic Roads by the town. 

 

16. Jennings Road Area: Scenic and cultural area 

A newly designated area of mixed new large tract development and well sited older 

buildings.  Its isolation and high ground give it an overall distinctiveness.  This is an area 

with grand panoramic views.  It was once connected to RT 341 by the abandoned 10 Rod 

Road. 

 

17. Geer Mountain Panorama:  Scenic and cultural viewshed 

   A meandering road provides a wonderful extended south-facing panorama overlooking  

   a large hillside area of fields and woods with views to distant hills (in New Milford)  

   and the valley floor where the eye focuses on a series of ponds.  No intrusive new 

   building has occurred either within the viewshed or overlooking the panorama.   

 

18. Ore Hill Panorama:  Cultural and scenic area 

   A more modest panorama is seen from the central stretch of Ore Hill Road on either 

   side of Peet Hill Road.  Again, the view is into the northern part of New Milford.  Much  

   of the area has an exclusive ambience. 

 

19. Upper Treasure Hill Area:  Cultural and scenic area 

   This is a cluster of historic farmhouses, now estates, some of which have been 

   considerably changed or augmented in recent years with enlarged fields.  The area sits 

   on a high plateau with filtered long views to the west.  It is nearby to the Iron Mountain 

   Preserve. 

 

20. Lower Treasure Hill Panorama:  Cultural and scenic panorama 

   The focus is on a series of former farm buildings and related house within a contained 

    area on a south facing incline.  Some development has occurred but has not noticeably 
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 changed the ambience.  Again, the view extends into New Milford where a new building 

             dramatically sited adds to the visual mix.  

 

21.  East Kent:  Cultural area 

A small cluster of historic houses sited up against Route 341 (the highway has severed 

the north edge of the hamlet) and extending to the severe bend in Upper Kent Hollow 

Road.  This hamlet has potential to be designated as a Historic District.  Immediately to 

the southeast is Beaman Pond and a gorge. The Kent Land Trust is engaged in an effort to 

purchase the former St. Francis Girl Scout Camp. This area is ideally suited for passive 

recreation. Beaman Pond is an historical swimming site and the trails have for decades 

been used for hiking and horseback riding. 

 

 

22. Upper Kent Hollow Farm Area:  Prime agricultural area 

An active farm with linked house, barn and newer farm use buildings.  An extensive 

small field pattern has been reduced with some land to the north now in transition.  The 

adjacent cemetery and the nearby old one room school house are indications of the earlier 

life of Kent Hollow. 

 

23. Kent Hollow Valley/West Aspetuck/Beardsley Road area:  Prime agricultural area 

An area of once more active farms in a wide limestone valley, with related barns and 

adjacent buildings.  To the south, old buildings continue the agrarian character.  But, the 

area bleeds into tract houses further to the south and to the west.  Further southwest the 

farm pattern continues.  Contains and is divided by extensive wetlands and dedicated 

conservation acreage. 

   

 

 

Plan of Conservation and Development. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission has been working on the current revision to the Kent Plan 

of Conservation and Development.  This Town Character/Open Space report in its 1990 original 

form was incorporated in the 1990’s into the Town’s planning documents.  This Town Character 

update has been written to continue this incorporation process.  The report will be reviewed by 

the Conservation Commission before submittal to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 

 

Access to Lands Set Aside 

 

With such a large proportion of the Town in some form of conservation protection, it is now time 

to concentrate on how we can all enjoy traversing these sites, gazing at the various panoramas, 

gaining short and longer trails to understand the morphology, flora and fauna of the whole Town 

and provide linkages from ridgeline and river edge sites.  With this in mind, this up-date suggests 

a north Kent cross trail, endorses study of more adequate river and lake access and a real water 

based recreational site.  It also hopes for a greater Town voice in the up-keep and the periodic 

redesign of State operated sites:  Lake Waramaug, Bulls Bridge and Kent Falls. 

 

Throughout this renewal of this report several recommendations have been made.  These are 

reiterated below. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Reverse the roles of conventional “cookie cutter” suburban model sub-divisions and 

“conservation design’ subdivision regulations.  Make conservation design subdivision a 

use by right and the conventional subdivision mode a use by special permit.  Refer to 

land use planning literature authored by Randall Arendt and Joe S. Russell as guides inc 

rafting the conservation design regulations. 

 

2. Avoid at all costs strip development along Route 7 outside the village. 

 

 

3. Establish protected status for open space just north of the village on both sides of Route 

7. 

4. Discourage the creation of cul de sac roads and “gated communities”. 

 

5. Strengthen regulations governing size and types of commercial development to help safe 

guard village image and character. 

 

6. Work to encourage and facilitate the burying of public utilities in the village 

 

7. Continue work on providing infrastructure that would allow the Light Industrial zone to 

develop in a way that would provide local employment. 

 

8. Consider the establishment of a Historic District designation for the East Kent area. 

 

9. Encourage the establishment of a sufficiently funded Land Acquisition Committee. 

 

10. Increase or establish recreational access for car top boats and swimming at Hatch Pond, 

Beaman Pond and the Housatonic River. 

 

11. Work with and encourage the Kent Land Trust and other land trusts to make their 

holdings more accessible to the public, create trail guides and encourage activities such as 

birding walks, vernal pool visits and general hiking activities and to eliminate use by 

motorized vehicles.  Naromi Land Trust provides a good model for such efforts.  Should 

the purchase of the St. Francis Girl Scout camp be successful, ensure public access for 

hiking and swimming and car top boatng on Beaman Pond. 

 

12.  Protect prime agricultural soils from development starting with working farms.  

Encourage the local production of agricultural products. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Appendix A:  Version of the 1990 Original Town Character Study 

 



16 
2/1/2013 



17 
2/1/2013 

 



18 
2/1/2013 

 



19 
2/1/2013 

 



20 
2/1/2013 

 



21 
2/1/2013 

 



22 
2/1/2013 

 



23 
2/1/2013 

 



24 
2/1/2013 

 



25 
2/1/2013 

 



26 
2/1/2013 

 



27 
2/1/2013 

 



28 
2/1/2013 

 



29 
2/1/2013 

 



30 
2/1/2013 

 



31 
2/1/2013 

 



32 
2/1/2013 

 



33 
2/1/2013 

 



APPENDIX B 
SUBDIVISIONS APPROVED BETWEEN 1990 AND 2011 

As Prepared By Jos Spelbos, March, 2012 

 

 

SURVEY 

MAP # 

 

DATE 

APPROVED 

 

TAX 

PARCELS 

M/B/L/ 

 

 

SUBDIVIDER 

 

 

ROAD 

#OF NEW 

BUILDING 

LOTS 

 

TOTAL 

# OF 

LOTS 

NEWLY 

DEVELOPED 

ACREAGE 

 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

 

 

NOTES 

778B 3/1990 9/42/12,11,10 Reno Cobble 

Road 

2 3 10.005 39.645  

 

780B 

 

3/1990 

1/5/17, 16, 

10, 9 

 

Silk 

 

Chippewalla 

 

2 

 

4 

 

0 

 

30.550 

 

Resubdivision 

 

778A 

 

4/1990 

 

17/26/8, 7 

 

Seidman 

 

Kent 

Hollow 

 

1 

 

2 

 

14.66 

 

35.66 

1 existing 

house 

 

787A 

788A 

 

 

7/1990 

 

9/22/94, 95, 

110 – 128 

 

Woodin/Kent 2 

LP 

 

 

Studio Hill 

 

 

0 

 

 

22 

 

 

0 

 

 

132.077 

Resubdivision, 

subdivided in 

1988 

 

784B 

 

9/1990 

17/28/33 + 

51, 34 

 

Camp 

Camps & 

Beardsley 

 

1 

 

2 

 

2.000 

 

31.442 

1 existing 

house 

 

790A 

 

11/1990 

17/28/44 + 8, 

9 

 

Kallstrom 

 

Kent 

Hollow 

 

1 

 

2 

 

16.481 

 

72 

 

 

790B 

 

1/1991 

 

4/13/4, 3 

 

Schmutzler 

 

S. Main St. 

 

0 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0.983 

Ex. House and 

restaurant 

814A 

815A 

 

12/1992 

 

16/27/4, 1 

 

Wilsea 

Anderson 

Acres 

 

1 

 

2 

 

5.947 

 

112 

 

817B 

824A 

2/1993 

9/1993 

10/41/34, 33, 

32, 31, 30, 2 

Camp Kent 

Assoc. 

 

Richards 

 

5 

 

6 

 

44.399 

 

59.300 

 

 

825A 

826A 

 

 

9/1993 

 

14/21/21, 20, 

27, 29, 30, 19 

 

 

Zukov 

 

 

Carter Road 

 

 

0 

 

 

7 

 

 

0 

 

 

147.442 

Resubdivision  

of 9 lot sub in 

1989 

828B 9/1993 9/22/151, 150 Gawel Studio Hill 2 2 7.750 7.750  

830A 2/1994 11/40/41, 79 Thom Howland  1 2 13.343 13.343 Resubdivision 

831A 5/1994 17/28/44, 8 Kallstrom Kent 

Hollow 

1 2 5.265 16.481 Resubdivision? 

834B 

835A 

 

7/1992 

 

16/26/26, 23 

 

Wilsea 

Upper Kent 

Hollow 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3.422 

 

17.917 
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840B 

991B 

 

6/1995 

10/40/3, 49, 

50 

 

Dubray 

 

Segar Mtn. 

 

3 

 

3 

 

17.750 

 

17.750 

 

 

 

842B 

 

 

7/1995 

 

 

4/13/10 – 22 

Manhattan 

Mortgage Corp 

 

 

Elizabeth 

 

 

13 

 

 

13 

 

 

4.998 

 

 

4.998 

 

Meadow Street 

851A 

852A 

 

6/1996 

9/22/94, 95, 

110-128 

Woodin 

Rd/Kent2 LP 

 

Studio Hill 

 

0 

 

22 

 

0 

 

132.077 

Lot Line 

Revisions 

856B 

857A 

 

12/1996 

 

17/28/45, 30 

 

Hoyenski 

 

Camps Rd 

 

1 

 

2 

 

2.332 

 

29.271 

 

Ex. Farmhouse 

 

 

 

861B 

 

 

 

7/1997 

 

 

 

10/41/10 – 29 

 

 

Triple S Real 

Estate 

 

 

Richards & 

South Rd 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

89.306 

Oak Ridge/ 

Iron Mtn 

subdivided 

1989 

 

862A – 

870A 

 

7/1997 

17/28/46 – 

50, 1 

 

Devaux, a.o. 

Kent 

Hollow & 

Beardsley 

 

4 

 

6 

 

52.88 

 

161.23 

1 ex. 

Farmhouse 

883B 

885A 

 

10/1998 

 

16/27/6 

 

Wilsea 

Anderson 

Acres 

 

1 

 

2 

 

5.992 

 

105 

 

Resubdivision 

 

884B 

 

11/1998 

 

16/27/7 

 

Wilsea 

Anderson 

Acres 

 

1 

 

2 

 

2.619 

99  

Resubdivision 

 

891B 

 

1/2000 

 

12/37/13, 23 

 

LaFontan 

S. Kent & 

Camps Flat 

 

1 

 

2 

 

62.211 

64.814  

Resubdivision 

894B 

895B 

899a 

900A 

 

 

 

3/2000 

 

 

15/22/75, 82 

– 87 

 

 

Errico V&R 

Properties 

 

 

 

Kenico 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

78.555 

 

 

 

109.300 

 

Former Camp, 

1 existing 

house 

 

902A 

903A 

 

 

6/2000 

 

14/21/21, 20, 

27, 29, 30, 19 

 

 

Lukins 

 

 

Carter  

 

 

0 

 

 

6 

 

 

0 

 

 

139.830 

Resubdivision 

of Zukov 

subdivision 

904A 

905A 

 

11/2000 

5/12/108, 143 

– 148 

 

Ten Titus LLC 

 

Kent 

 

5 

 

7 

 

86.10 

 

116.11 

 

 

909A 

 

1/2001 

11/41/14, 15, 

6 

 

Riney 

Flat Rock & 

Richards 

 

3 

 

4 

 

3.245 

 

21.733 

5 Existing 

houses 

 

 

913B 

 

 

3/2001 

 

 

4/12/20, 21 

 

 

Town of Kent 

 

S. Main & 

Maple 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3.900 

 

 

8.486 

So. Commons 

& ex. transfer 

station 

925B 

926B 

 

5/2002 

11/34/4, 41, 

42 

 

Gund 

Gear Mtn & 

Flat Rock 

 

1 

 

3 

 

163.41 

 

179.11 

2 existing 

houses 
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937 

942A 

 

 

 

(4/2003) 

 

 

 

4/12/21 

So Commons 

LP (Kent 

Affordable 

Housing 

 

 

 

S. Main  

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

3.900 

 

Site plan, 24 

multi-family 

units 

 

951A 

 

12/2003 

 

10/42/32, 51 

 

Sebetic 

Segar Mtn 

& Cobble 

Rd 

 

1 

 

2 

 

16.736 

 

25.449 

1 existing 

house 

956A 

1077 

 

3/2004 

 

5/12/111 

 

Songal 

 

Spooner 

Hill 

 

1 

 

2 

 

7.052 

 

9.907 

1 existing 

house 

 

959A 

964A 

 

6/2004 

11/2004 

 

 

11/40/18, 82 

 

 

Howe 

 

 

Jennings Rd 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

5.06 

 

 

42.25 

1 existing 

house 

resubdivision 

 

960B 

 

7/2004 

 

16/23/2 

 

Devos-Cole 

Davis & 

Segar Mtn 

 

0 

 

2 

 

0 

 

7.308 

2 existing 

houses 

 

 

967A 

 

 

1/2005 

 

 

17/28/33, 51 

 

 

Camp 

 

Beardsley 

&Camps 

 

 

0 

 

 

2 

 

 

0 

 

 

29.441 

Resubdivision 

for agr. 

Purposes only 

970A 

971A 

 

4/2005 

5/12/111, 151 

– 154 

NE 

Development 

Spooner 

Hill & Kent 

Rd 

 

3 

 

5 

 

41.158 

 

76.732 

2 existing 

houses 

975B 

976B 

1077 

992A 

 

 

 

3/2007 

 

 

 

3/5/7, 20 

 

 

 

Eads 

 

 

Macedonia 

Rd 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

25.247 

 

 

 

25.247 

 

 

 

1001B 

 

 

6/2007 

 

5/12/122, 154 

– 156 

 

NE 

Development 

 

 

Kent  

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

10.015 

 

 

14.975 

Riverview 

Subdivision 1 

existing house 

 

1079 

 

3/2011 

 

5/39/3 

Brumberg 

Family 

 

Spooner 

Hill 

 

2 

 

3 

 

62.858 

 

74.991 

1 existing 

house 

TOTALS:     70 184 775 2305  

 

 

 

 

Does not include “first cuts”, which are allowed by right, or commercial developments in the Village Center. 

 


